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EOSC-Pillar in context
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The EOSC Vision is relatively simple to explain:
• web of FAIR* research data and services
• access to FAIR research data, services and e-infrastructures for all European researchers
• Reuse and link existing FAIR data, services and e-infrastructures
• Think of the EOSC as an interface
• Free at point of use

But the implementation!
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*FAIR : Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable
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Before EOSC-Pillar
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2017 - 2019 : EOSCpilot
• ThinkTank for EOSC
• Science Demonstrators
• Recommendations (a lot of!)
• First community building
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EOSCpilot WP6 meeting in Amsterdam, May 2018

https://eoscpilot.eu/


EOSC-Pillar proposal
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2018: INFRAEOSC-05B call
• Analyse situation
• Coordination
• Structuration
• Enlarging community
• Country specific
• Best practices

Consortium building and proposal writing … not so easy …

Thanks to (not only but mainly) Federica, Fulvio and the colleagues from TrustIT
a successful proposal was written!
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EOSC-Pillar has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation Programme under Grant Agreement No. 857650.

Coordination and Harmonisation ofNational and Thematic Initiatives toSupport EOSC
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EOSC-Pillar

6

Complex start (lots of tasks, lots of partners/scientific domains)

Landscape analysis: National Initiatives Survey (2019)

Setting up the WPs, planning face-to-face meetings
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EOSC-Pillar kick-off, Rome, July 2019
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EOSC-Pillar kick-off, Rome, July 2019

And then came Covid



EOSC-Pillar Success Stories
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• Providing services in the context of Covid research
• Providing real solutions to make EOSC happen (AAI, on-boarding services, …)
• Working on and promoting use cases
• Guidelines, solutions, advice
• Structuring the EOSC communities in the 5 countries
• Integrating research communities into the EOSC ecosystem
• Coordination and Harmonisation to Support EOSC
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Digital Transition : how to proceed?
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• Policies : development on national and international level
• Examples for policies at EU level : Data Act, Data Governance Act, Digital Services Act, …
• Example for policies at national level : Piano Nazionale Scienza Aperta (IT), Plan National pour la

Science Ouverte (FR), US memorandum “Ensuring Free, Immediate, and Equitable Access to
Federally Funded Research”

• European Data Spaces (Health, Industrial & Manufacturing, Agriculture, Finance, Mobility, Green
Deal, Energy, Public Administration, Skills)

• EOSC as a European transverse data space
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https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/digital-services-act-package
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/data-governance-act
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/data-act
https://www.enseignementsup-recherche.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/2021-09/2e-plan-national-pour-la-science-ouverte-12968.pdf
https://www.mur.gov.it/sites/default/files/2022-06/Piano_Nazionale_per_la_Scienza_Aperta.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/news-updates/2022/08/25/ostp-issues-guidance-to-make-federally-funded-research-freely-available-without-delay/
https://www.enseignementsup-recherche.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/2021-09/2e-plan-national-pour-la-science-ouverte-12968.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/news-updates/2022/08/25/ostp-issues-guidance-to-make-federally-funded-research-freely-available-without-delay/
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/staff-working-document-data-spaces


EOSC Steering Board : Policies
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• Transitions, e.g. making Open Science the new normal, need investment
• Participation by a large number of stakeholders: colleagues in labs / universities,

research organisations, managements and infrastructures, governments, European
commission

• Coordination needed
• National policies provide a frame and orientation for RPOs and RFOs
• National policies should influence investment decisions at national and regional level
• EOSC Steering Board: delegates of Horizon Europe 27 member states and 12

associated countries

RPO: Research Performing Organisation; RFO: Research Financing Organisation
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EOSC Steering Board policy development
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EOSC-SB continuously examines EOSC evolution, and which areas need to be
supported through policy development
For 2022, 4 policy areas have been identified to be in the focus
1) EOSC and data literacy
2) EOSC and the commercial partners
3) EOSC sovereignty on FAIR data
4) Monitoring Open Science
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EOSC Steering Board policy development
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EOSC Steering Board policy development
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• Opinion papers developed in 2022 by EOSC-SB (and its subgroup on
policies)

• Background, objectives, recommendations (EU, national, institutional level)
• Papers finalised now for presentation at the EOSC-Symposium
• EOSC Steering Board condenses the 4 opinion papers into a short statement

at the Symposium to help advance EOSC on European, national and
institutional level.
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EOSC Steering Board Survey: Motivation & Context
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• Member states / associated countries (MS/AC) : support the EOSC through policy development,
financing of EOSC-relevant infrastructures and organisations, help with the coordination of activities
at European level

• in short: policies & financing

Motivation for monitoring :
• sharing of best practices : what works ? Can it be applied in other countries ?
• overview of actual investment
• demonstrate the commitment of MS/AC to EOSC providers
• monitor evolution
• motivate MS/AC to do better & more for the EOSC
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EOSC-SB Survey 2021: first results
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EOSC Steering Board Survey: Next steps
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• Report about first survey to be published for the EOSC Symposium (14-17 November 2022)
• Extend to all aspects of Open Science (e.g. Open Access to publications, Citizen Science, …)
• Clarify methodology for determining national financial contributions to EOSC
• Continue to coordinate with other monitoring exercises to avoid overlaps (e.g. with EOSC-Association survey)
• Favour pulling information over survey questions to be answered by EOSC-SB members
• Accompany with EOSC-SB statement to achieve Open Science goals
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https://events.eoscfuture.eu/symposium2022/programme


Direction générale de la recherche et de l’innovation (DGRI), Service de la Stratégie de la Recherche et de l’Innovation (SSRI),Département Services et Infrastructures Numériques (A7)

EOSC-Pillar: a success story
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• EOSC-Pillar marks a vital step for the path towards EOSC in Austria, Belgium,
France, Germany and Italy.

• From its beginning, EOSC-Pillar was seen as most important by MESR for building
up EOSC in France

• Main outcomes: a thorough analysis and recommendations for the development of
EOSC, lots of use cases, and a strengthened EOSC community

• MESR congratulates the EOSC-Pillar community for its contributions, dedication,
investments, and achievements!

volker.beckmann@recherche.gouv.fr
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